Biological and biophysical principles in extracorporal bone tissue engineering. Part III.
Over the last decade extracorporal bone tissue engineering has moved from laboratory to clinical application. The restoration of maxillofacial bones from cell harvesting through product manufacture and end-use has benefited from innovations in the fields of biomechanical engineering, product marketing and transplant research. Cell/scaffold bone substitutes face a variety of unique clinical challenges which must be addressed. This overview summarises the recent state of the art and future anticipations in the transplantation of extracorporally fabricated bone tissues.